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2nd PASTEUR-AREVA COURSE
Blood-borne viruses I: HIV

December 4-8, 2005

Venue: Institut Pasteur of Shanghai

Introduction

Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV)/AIDS is a serious health and social problem in China and around the world. One of the major characteristics of HIV-1 is its high degree of genetic variability, which has an impact in diagnosis, subtyping, vaccine design, therapeutic approach and epidemiology. Within HIV-1, 3 groups, 10 clades and hundreds of recombinants exist. Few data exist in China about prevalence, genetic diversity, and drug resistance, although the country is facing an increasing risk of HIV-1 infection. Almost all clades in the M group of HIV-1 as well as HIV-2 have been identified in mainland China. The predominant clades in China have evoluted from B’ strains to B’/C (CRF07) which represents the most rapidly spreading HIV strain in China. Such rapid diffusion should be taken seriously in consideration for appropriate education, diagnostic, prevention and therapeutic responses. 

Although numerous progresses have been made in the intensive global effort in AIDS vaccine field, the high variability of HIV-1 has hampered the development of an efficient AIDS vaccine. In addition, designing a protective vaccine against a pathogen which does not induce protective immunity in natural infection remains a dilemma. As prevention remains the only issue to block the progression of AIDS, a new generation of scientists should consider innovative approaches based on the knowledge acquired by the pionners. The Pasteur-Areva course will offer the opportunity to gather new and senior scientists in a challenging debate for alternative vaccine development against AIDS.
The introduction of highly active anti-retroviral therapy has led to a significant improvement in the prognosis for HIV-1-infected individuals. However, the emergence of drug resistance HIV-1 variants in one of the growing problems of anti-AIDS therapy, appealing for new strategies of treatments by screening new compounds derived from the Traditional Chinese Medicine and by identifying new targets of HIV-1. 
The Pasteur-Areva course will invite the most worldwide renown specialists working in HIV field, from basic research to applied field, to train scientist from China and from abroad, to promote new research programs on HIV in China and to facilitate the establishment of joint projects between Chinese and international teams. 
A practical course on lentiviral vector production and application will be provided to 20 participants selected on the basis of their scientific background and of their motivation explained in a letter of intend. This will provide an opportunity for Scientists from abroad and from Institut Pasteur of Shanghai, CAS to exchange up-to-date experience and to provide new opportunities for collaboration. 

This course is issued from the partnership of AREVA with Institut Pasteur of Shanghai, Chinese Academy of Sciences.

Organizers: Paul Zhou and Vincent Deubel

Topics and lecturers:
 
· Epidemiology

Dr. Tuofu Zhu, University of Washington, USA

Dr. Rongge Yang, Wuhan Institute of Virology, CAS, China

Virology
Dr. Frederic D. Bushman, University of Pennsylvania, USA
Dr. Goettlinger Heinrich, University of Mass, USA
Dr. Guangxia Gao, Institute of Biophysics, CAS, China
· Pathogenesis

Dr. Haase (U. Minn)  
Dr. Jason T. Kimata, Baylor College of Medicine, USA

Dr. Jean-Louis Virelizier: Institut Pasteur in Paris, France
· Antiviral 
Dr. Paul Zhou: Institut Pasteur of Shanghai, CAS, China 

Dr. Williams James, University of Oxford, UK

· Vaccine
Dr. Kazuhiro Matsuo, National Institute of Infectious Diseases in Japan

Dr. Xinyan Zhao, Institut Pasteur of Shanghai, CAS, China
· Immunology
Dr. Fusheng Wang, 302 Hospital in Beijing, China 
Dr. Yves Riviere: Institut Pasteur in Paris, France
· Practical course on Lentiviral vectors and its application
Dr. Paul Zhou, Institut Pasteur of Shanghai, CAS, China
“2 to 3 lecturers will be selected for each topic, with 1hour lecture for each”
Schedule of Course (Enclosed)
Participants:

Researchers working in basic research, medical analysis laboratories, and in pharmaceutical research laboratories  
Application: Deadline: 10 November 2006.
A letter of motivation (1 page), CV (within two pages) and a letter of recommendation from the supervisor or the director should be sent to chenfang@sibs.ac.cn. The number of participants for practical course in the last day will be limited to 20. Please indicate in the letter of motivation if you are interested in practical course. A notice of selection will be sent to applicants before or on 15 November 2006. 
Registration: free of charge
Grant: A limited budget is available to cover the accommodation in Shanghai for the period 3-9 December 2006 upon application. (Pls download “” from www.shanghaipasteur.ac.cn).
Grant application form (Enclosed)
Language: English
For more information, please contact: 

Institut Pasteur of Shanghai 



Fax: +8621 6384 3571 





chenfang@sibs.ac.cn 







www.shanghaipasteur.ac.cn

